
CANAV Mailing Bomber Command 3-2025 

Lots of Bomber Command and some related books s per USAAF in the UK: 

 

[ ] Wimpy: A Detailed Illustrated History of the Vickers Wellington in Service 1938-

1958 Bond. A-1 history of this renowned RAF bomber on which so many Canadians served in 

all theatres. From inception in the 1930s to baptism by fire in 1939-40 when the Wimpy 

suffered on daylight operations to key roles in Bomber Command’s night war, in the U-boat war 

+ training. All the specs, the Wimpy’s war record, its outgrowth the Warwick. It’s all here. 

256pp, photos galore, all units, glossary, biblio, index. $32.95. $12.50 B 

[ ] Man on a Mission Fred Panton’s life’s story in the UK. Includes how he finds the grave of his RAF 

brother, the search for the RCAF pilot of his brother’s bomber, buying and restoring a Lancaster (today’s 

“Just Jane” and establishing in the UK the Aviation Heritage Centre - a memorial to Bomber Command. 

168pp, sc, photos. New copy $15.00 B 

[ ] Aviation in Canada: Bombing and Coastal Operations Overseas 1939-1945 Milberry. Yet 

another gem of an RCAF book! All the action re. Canadians in Bomber Command, Coastal Command 

and on misc. similar duties. The great aircraft & squadrons. From Anson to Whitley, Beaufort, 

Sunderland, Lancaster, etc. Many personal profiles. A fantastic tribute to a great generation in the RCAF, 

exactly what CANAV’s critical readers demand. Has a general autograph from 2016. Lovely copy. 

272pp, 600 photos, hc, lf, photos, gloss, biblio, index. $20.00 A  

[ ] RAF Bomber Command in the Second World War: The Hardest Victory Denis Richard. 

From the beginnings of Bomber Command's offensive to the final raid in April 1945. The Ruhr, 

Hamburg, Berlin, "Overlord", all the successes, failures and controversy. Ends with a 50-year 

retrospective. 394pp, sc, photos, aps, chron., gloss., app'x, index. VG. $12.50 B 

[ ] Bomber Command 1939-45 Carter. Excellent photographic history of this great command 

with authoritative text and captions. All the aircraft types and “ops”. 160pp, hc, medium format. 

Very nice copy. $14.50 B 

[ ] Bomber Command 1939-45: Reaping the Whirlwind HarperCollins Y2K ed’n. Another 

superb book by renowned historian Richard Overy. All the basic content that you expect + such 

a beautiful photographic presentation, really superb! 224pg, hc, lf, app’x, biblio, index. $28.50 

A 



[ ] Pathfinder Force: A History of 8 Group Musgrove. Massive, detailed history of RAF PPF. 

302pp, hc, photos, maps, dias, app’x, gloss, index. Fine copy. $18.50 B 

[ ] Hamish; The Memoirs of Group Captain T.G. Mahaddie, DSO, DFC, AFC, The Story of a 

Pathfinder. The great man from his WWI years, through the RAF’s interwar years into his early 

days in Bomber Command, Pathfinding from early 1943. 166pp, hc, photos, app’x, index. Very 

nice copy. $17.50 B 

[ ] In Brave Company Chorley & Benwell. Ditto except softcover 172pp. Nice copy. Unsigned. 

$12.00 B 

[ ] Barnes Wallis Dambuster Pugh The detailed story once again, very solid history from his 

youth, his role with the R.100 airship, geodetic design as in the Wellington, on to the Dams 

“skipping bomb”. 200pp, photos, biblio, index. $14.50 B 

[ ] The Bomber Command War Diaries: An Operational Reference Book 1939-1945 Martin 

Middlebrook’s incomparable record of every Bomber Command operation of WWII. Indispensible for 

understanding the air war over Europe. A book that you will use time and time again, you’ll never part 

with it!. 804 pp, softcover, photos, index. Nice copy, 1996 ed’n. $40.00 A 

[ ] Aircrew Memories Personal reminiscences of some 60 RCAF WWII aircrew. A real gem of a 

book, every aspect of the air war is included. This copy signed by “Doc” Gordon, skipper of 

Halifax “Friday the 13th”. Also includes two letters from “Doc” ref. the history of his famous 

Halifax. 424pp, hc, photos. New. $40.00 B 

[ ] Aircrew Memories ditto but no inclusions. $24.00 B  

[ ] Amazing Airmen: Canadian Flyers in the Second World War Ian Darling’s very good 2009 

compendium featuring dozens of these fine fellows in various commands flying and and foixing 

all the aircraft types. Solid stuff! 256pp, sc, photos, biblio, index. Very nice copy $14.50 B  

[ ] Famous Bombers of the Second World War  Vol.1 1959. William Green’s essential title, this 

volume covering such types in fine detail as the He.111, B-17, Ju.87, Wellington, Ju.88, 

Liberator, Mosquito, Lancaster. 134 pp, lf, hc, photos. Very nice copy $14.00 A 

[ ] Famous Bombers of the Second World War Vol.2 1960. Green. This volume covering such 

types in fine detail as the Ar-234, B-29, Blenheim, Halifax, Hampden, He.177, Stirling and 

Whitley. 130 pp, lf, hc, photos. Very nice copy $14.00 A 



[ ] Handley Page Halifax Portfolio From the Brooklands Aircraft Portfolio series. Text and 

many photos, 70 pp. Nice 1987 copy mainly comprising old articles from The Aeroplane 

magazine. $20.00 all-in 

[ ] From Hull, Hell and Halifax: An Illustrated History of No.4 Group 1937-1948 Chris 

Blanchett’s amazing history of this seminal RAF Bomber Command group. From pre-war with 

the Whitley, through to war’s end with the Halifax. All the ops. All the gen + wonderful photos 

galore, app’x of tail markings, etc. Lovely new copy. $35.00 A 

[ ] Legend of the Lancaster Harry Holmes’ wonderful overview of the great bomber From 

Airlife’s “Combat Legend” series (2002). All the fundamentals are here in this lovely 

production. 96pp, sc, photos, 3-views, C-profiles. Like new. $17.50 B 

[ ] Lancaster Garbett & Goulding. Another authoritative book covering the magnificent 

Lancaster from concept to wartime “ops”. 304pp, lf, hc, photos galore. $18.00 A 

[ ] Lancaster at War Garbett & Goulding. Similar to the above, package up differently at 144 

pp, lf, hc, photos. $16.00 A 

[ ] Lancaster at War: Fifty Years On Garbett & Goulding. Here we go again … yet another 

excellent take on this theme with some worthwhile updates including 2 pages about Canadian 

Lancaster survivors. Ian Allen 1995 edition. 162 pp, lf, hc, photos. $16.00 A 

[ ] Ghosts of Targets Past: The Lives and Losses of a Lancaster Crew in 1944-45 Philip Gray's 

renowned 1995 Bomber Command memoir (186 Sqn). 182pp, sc, photos, gloss, app'x, index. 

Autogr. by author. Very nice copy. $14.50 B 

[ ] The Dam Busters John Sweetman’s classic 1982 history. 1990 MBI ed’n. 218pp, hc, photos, 

maps, app’x, index. Very nice copy. $16.50 B 

[ ] The Dam Busters John Sweetman’s classic DITTO but softcover, new copy $12.50 B 

[ ] Enemy Coast Ahead Uncensored The legendary Guy Gibson, VC, CO of 617 Sqn tells his 

1946 story of the great raid that he led, 288pp, sc, photos, index. Like new copy. 2017 Crécy 

reprint. $16.50 B 

[ ] The Dam Busters Raid John Sweetman, subsequent softcover 2002 Cassell press ed’n. 

314pp, sc, photos, maps, app’x, index. Very nice copy. $9.50 B 

[ ] To the Dams and Back Page. Authoritative 56-page summary of the Dams raids. Photos, 

diagrams, maps, biblio. The story from planning to summary. Nice new copy. $16.00 all-in 



[ ] Tirpitz: The Life and Death of Germany's Last Super Battleship Zetterling & Tamelander. 

The great ship on the prowl, victories, Norway, final demise at 617’s hands. Fresh 2009 look at 

this great episode. 340pp, hc, app'x, biblio. $32.95  Like new copy. $16.50 B  

[ ] Bomber Offensive: Arthur Harris, Marshal of the RAF Sir Arthur Harris’ own story of 

Bomber Command in WWII and all the pros and cons. This copy autographed by F/L “Doc” 

Gordon the RCAF skipper of Halifax “Friday the 13th”. 288pp, photos, index. Very nice 1990 

ed’n of : Sir Arthur Harris’ 1947 book. $18.50 B 

[ ] In Brave Company Chorley & Benwell. Renowned history of 158 Squadron, famous for its 

Halifax “Friday the 13th”.  Signed by its skipper F/L “Doc” Gordon, RCAF.. 304pp, hc, photos. 

Nice copy. $40.00  

[ ] Colditz: The Full Story Reid. History of this infamous German “lock up” for unruly WWII 

POWs (Canadians included) as told by inmate Reid himself. 346pp, hc, photos, app’x incl. 

inmates lists (Canadians were there), index. Nice used copy. 1984 Macmillan ed’n. $14.00 B 

[ ] Escape from Colditz Reid. All the details of the amazing escapes and escape attempts from 

this high-security German POW lock-up.  Super in detail and drama. Combines The Colditz 

Story with The Men of Colditz. Nice used copy. 1953 ed’n. 622 pp, hc, photos. Nice copy, no 

dust jacket. $15.00 B 

[ ] In Brave Company Chorley & Benwell. Ditto except softcover 172pp. Nice copy. Unsigned. 

$12.00 B 

[ ] Barnes Wallis Dambuster Pugh The detailed story once again, very solid history from his 

youth, his role with the R.100 airship, geodetic design as in the Wellington, on to the Dams 

“skipping bomb”. 200pp, photos, biblio, index. $14.50 B 

[ ] The Bomber Command War Diaries: An Operational Reference Book 1939-1945 Martin 

Middlebrook’s incomparable record of every Bomber Command operation of WWII. Indispensible for 

understanding the air war over Europe. A book that you will use time and time again, you’ll never part 

with it!. 804 pp, softcover, photos, index. Nice copy, 1996 ed’n. $40.00 A 

[ ] Aircrew Memories Personal reminiscences of some 60 RCAF WWII aircrew. A real gem of a 

book, every aspect of the air war is included. This copy signed by “Doc” Gordon, skipper of 

Halifax “Friday the 13th”. Also includes two letters from “Doc” ref. the history of his famous 

Halifax. 424pp, hc, photos. New. $40.00 B 

[ ] Aircrew Memories ditto but no inclusions. $24.00 B  



[ ] Amazing Airmen: Canadian Flyers in the Second World War Ian Darling’s very good 2009 

compendium featuring dozens of these fine fellows in various commands flying and and foixing 

all the aircraft types. Solid stuff! 256pp, sc, photos, biblio, index. Very nice copy $14.50 B  

[ ] Famous Bombers of the Second World War  Vol.1 1959. William Green’s essential title, this 

volume covering such types in fine detail as the He.111, B-17, Ju.87, Wellington, Ju.88, 

Liberator, Mosquito, Lancaster. 134 pp, lf, hc, photos. Very nice copy $14.00 A 

[ ] Famous Bombers of the Second World War Vol.2 1960. Green. This volume covering such 

types in fine detail as the Ar-234, B-29, Blenheim, Halifax, Hampden, He.177, Stirling and 

Whitley. 130 pp, lf, hc, photos. Very nice copy $14.00 A 

[ ] Handley Page Halifax Portfolio From the Brooklands Aircraft Portfolio series. Text and 

many photos, 70 pp. Nice 1987 copy mainly comprising old articles from The Aeroplane 

magazine. $20.00 all-in 

[ ] From Hull, Hell and Halifax: An Illustrated History of No.4 Group 1937-1948 Chris 

Blanchett’s amazing history of this seminal RAF Bomber Command group. From pre-war with 

the Whitley, through to war’s end with the Halifax. All the ops. All the gen + wonderful photos 

galore, app’x of tail markings, etc. Lovely new copy. $35.00 A 

[ ] Legend of the Lancaster Harry Holmes’ wonderful overview of the great bomber From 

Airlife’s “Combat Legend” series (2002). All the fundamentals are here in this lovely 

production. 96pp, sc, photos, 3-views, C-profiles. Like new. $17.50 B 

[ ] Lancaster Garbett & Goulding. Another authoritative book covering the magnificent 

Lancaster from concept to wartime “ops”. 304pp, lf, hc, photos galore. $18.00 A 

[ ] Lancaster at War Garbett & Goulding. Similar to the above, package up differently at 144 

pp, lf, hc, photos. $16.00 A 

[ ] Lancaster at War: Fifty Years On Garbett & Goulding. Here we go again … yet another 

excellent take on this theme with some worthwhile updates including 2 pages about Canadian 

Lancaster survivors. Ian Allen 1995 edition. 162 pp, lf, hc, photos. $16.00 A 

[ ] Ghosts of Targets Past: The Lives and Losses of a Lancaster Crew in 1944-45 Philip Gray's 

renowned 1995 Bomber Command memoir (186 Sqn). 182pp, sc, photos, gloss, app'x, index. 

Autogr. by author. Very nice copy. $14.50 B 



[ ] The Dam Busters John Sweetman’s classic 1982 history. 1990 MBI ed’n. 218pp, hc, photos, 

maps, app’x, index. Very nice copy. $16.50 B 

[ ] The Dam Busters John Sweetman’s classic DITTO but softcover, new copy $12.50 B 

[ ] Enemy Coast Ahead Uncensored The legendary Guy Gibson, VC, CO of 617 Sqn tells his 

1946 story of the great raid that he led, 288pp, sc, photos, index. Like new copy. 2017 Crécy 

reprint. $16.50 B 

[ ] The Dam Busters Raid John Sweetman, subsequent softcover 2002 Cassell press ed’n. 

314pp, sc, photos, maps, app’x, index. Very nice copy. $9.50 B 

[ ] To the Dams and Back Page. Authoritative 56-page summary of the Dams raids. Photos, 

diagrams, maps, biblio. The story from planning to summary. Nice new copy. $16.00 all-in 

[ ] Tirpitz: The Life and Death of Germany's Last Super Battleship Zetterling & Tamelander. 

The great ship on the prowl, victories, Norway, final demise at 617’s hands. Fresh 2009 look at 

this great episode. 340pp, hc, app'x, biblio. $32.95  Like new copy. $16.50 B  

[ ] Bomber Offensive: Arthur Harris, Marshal of the RAF Sir Arthur Harris’ own story of 

Bomber Command in WWII and all the pros and cons. This copy autographed by F/L “Doc” 

Gordon the RCAF skipper of Halifax “Friday the 13th”. 288pp, photos, index. Very nice 1990 

ed’n of : Sir Arthur Harris’ 1947 book. $18.50 B 

[ ] In Brave Company Chorley & Benwell. Renowned history of 158 Squadron, famous for its 

Halifax “Friday the 13th”.  Signed by its skipper F/L “Doc” Gordon, RCAF.. 304pp, hc, photos. 

Nice copy. $40.00  

[ ] Colditz: The Full Story Reid. History of this infamous German “lock up” for unruly WWII 

POWs (Canadians included) as told by inmate Reid himself. 346pp, hc, photos, app’x incl. 

inmates lists (Canadians were there), index. Nice used copy. 1984 Macmillan ed’n. $14.00 B 

[ ] Escape from Colditz Reid. All the details of the amazing escapes and escape attempts from 

this high-security German POW lock-up.  Super in detail and drama. Combines The Colditz 

Story with The Men of Colditz. Nice used copy. 1953 ed’n. 622 pp, hc, photos. Nice copy, no 

dust jacket. $15.00 B 

[ ] Suffolk Airfields in the Second World War Smith. Ditto 288pp, sc $12.50 B 

[ ] Action Stations: Military Airfields of Cambridge Bowyer Same approach as the above, 

smaller format 168pp, sc. Nice copy $9.50 B 



[ ] 1st Air Division 8th Air Force USAAF 1942-45 Flying Fortress Squadrons of 

Cambridgeshire, Bedfordshire, Essex, Hertfordshire & Northhamptonshire Bowman. Each of 

these many bases well described in text & photos. 176pp, sc, gloss, index. Fine copy. $15.00 B 

[ ] 2nd Air Division 8th Air Force USAAF Liberator Squadrons in Norfolk and Suffolk 

Bowman. Ditto the above. 196pp, sc. $15.00 B 

[ ] World War II RAF Airfields in Norfolk Bowman. Ditto the above. 168pp, sc, photos, app’x, 

biblio, Nice copy. $15.00 B 

[ ] Royal Air Force Handbook 1939-1945 Bowyer. As it says, whatever one needed to know 

whist serving in the RAF in WWII. 128pp, hc, photos, maps, chronology. Aircrew, groundcrew 

info, all the commands, etc. Nice copy. $15.00 B  

[ ] The Men Who Flew the Mosquito Martin superb history, all the many “Mossie” types of 

operations. Crews from across the Commonwealth, their missions, achievements and heroics. 

224pp, sc, photos, index. small bump on one corner $16250 B 

[ ] And the Walls Came Tumbling Down Fishman The full story of Op Jericho (Feb. 1944) 

where low-flying Mosquitos struck the Amiens prison housing special POWs allowing some 

700 to escape the Gestapo. 448pp, hc, photos, map, biblio, index. Very nice copy, 1st ed’n 1982. 

$24.50 A 

[ ] British Aircraft of World War II Turner. Type after important type in b/w & colour photos + 

bags of historic and technical “gen”. 144pp, medium format, index. Fine, worthwhile copy. 

$13.50 B 

[ ] B-17 Flying Fortress Isby. Very nice general coverage from Janes incl. 3-view colour 

foldout. 96pp, hc, lf, photos, dias. Like new. $13.50 A 

[ ] German Fighter Tactics Against Flying Fortress 27-page copy of the detailed 1943 treatise 

on this subject from the Office of the Assistant Chief of Air Staff, Intelligence. Produced for the 

benefit of B-17 crews facing the Luftwaffe in the air.  Nice xerox copy Also in this package is 

Luftwaffe Gunnery Techniques from the 1979 Valkyrie “Mini Series”. How to shoot down a 

B-17, etc. 18pp, with the essential illustrations for pilots flying an Me.109, etc. against a B-17. 

Both items $15.00 B  

[ ] The Mighty Eighth in the Second World War Graham Smith’s superb coverage of the same 

important theme but in all its aspects – light & heavy bombers, all the fighters. 300pp, sc, 

photos, app’x, biblio, index. New copy $17.50 B 



[ ] The Mighty Eighth: A History of the Units, Men and Machines of the US 8th Air Force 

Roger Freeman’s ultimate book on this topic. You can count on the title to say it simply – this is 

the book on the subject. 310pp, lf, hc, photos, maps, charts, C-profiles, app’x, biblio, index. 

Very nice copy, 1991 ed’n $40.00 A 

[ ] The Mighty Eighth War Manual Freeman. Complements the above. Everything about the 

organization of the Mighty Eighth, all the airfields, you name it. 320pp, hc, photos, maps, index. 

Lovely copy. $40.00 A   

[ ] The US Eighth Air Force in Camera 1942-1944 Bowman. Exceptional photo coverage of 

the “Mighty Eighth” + solid text and captions. The men and the planes, many dramatic action 

photos – definitely a “war is hell” book, exceptional. 184pp, hc, medium format, index. Nice 

copy but one corner slightly bumped. $16.50  

[ ] B-17 Flying Fortress Jerry Scutts’ excellent all-round 1982 history of the B-17 from the 

“Classic Aircraft “ series. 122pp, sc, excellent text & photos. Finishes with a chapter about 

modelling the B-17. A rarity. $25.00 all-in 

[ ] Big Week: The Classic Story of the Crucial Battle of WWII Infield. Bomber Command and 

the 8th AF are tasked to destroy the Luftwaffe in the air and on the ground in February 1944. 

Notes the flap copy, “In thundering thousand-plane raids, the British hit at night and the 

Americans by day.” Solidly based on the official records, authored by a B-17 DFC pilot who 

was there. 124pp, hc, biblio, index. 1993 reprint of this 1974 best seller. $14.50 B 

[ ] The Nuremberg Raid 30-31 March 1944 Martin Middlebrook’s essential and famous study 

of this major Bomber Command operation. The planning, execution and aftermath of this raid 

that cost the city great damage but was Bomber Command’s costliest with more than 100 

bombers lost. 366pp, sc, photos, maps. app’x, biblio, index. New copy. $14.50 B 

[ ] Raiding the Reich: The Allied Strategic Bombing Offensive in Europe Roger Freeman. 

Thorough, captivating history covering both main forces – RAF Bomber Command and 

USAAF 8th AF. Beautifully laid out with the basic text and 100s of top photos. 160pp, hc, lf. 

Like new copy. $32.00 A 

[ ] We Landed by Moonlight: The Secret RAF Landings in France 1940-1944 Verity 2nd ed’n 1979. All 

the details of RAF Special Operations Executive ops, mainly using Lysanders to deliver spies + the 

Halifax dropping personnel and supplies to the Resistance. Many exotic operations. 256pp, photos, 

app’x, index. Like new copy. $35.00 B 



[ ] Under the Maple Leaf Cothliff Remarkable adventures of 4 WWII Canadians in Bomber 

Command - men from different backgrounds who came home with lives much changed. 

Remarks Fighting High: ‘Ken Cothliff’s book is extremely valuable in telling of Canada’s vital 

contribution to the air war against Germany.” Another ace of a read! 240pp, hc, photos. $48.50 

$32.50 B   

[ ] RCAF Squadrons and Aircraft Griffin & Kostenuk. Classic sought-after source book. 

Covers every CAF/RCAF squadron with all its particulars. If you don't yet have a copy, here's 

your chance! 256 pp, hc, lf, photos, app'x, index. Very nice copy signed by both authors, also 

signed by Canadian WWI ace A.E. Godfrey . Nice all-round copy, well used, any reader will 

treasure this one. $75.00 A 

 

 

 


